
Rules and Procedures

Two main modes:

 Formal debate:
 Committee in session
 Use of speaker’s list
 Delegates must be quiet and respectful to speaker

Purpose is:

1- stating opinions

 Informal debate
 Suspension of committee session

 Caucusing:

 Breaking into smaller groups

Purpose is:

1- Discussion of ideas

2- Questioning speakers

3- Diplomatic negotiation

4- Developing support and consensus

5- Developing compromises
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Chart of basic Model U.N procedural rules (Points and Motions)

Motion To pass, the vote requires:
Motion to Set

Speaker's Time
This is a motion to set or change the speaker's time. It is
a procedural motion, which requires two (2) delegates
speaking for the amount of time motioned for, and two (2)
delegates speaking against.

Simple Majority

Motion to Open
and Close the
speakers list.

At some Model U.N. conferences, once the speakers list is
closed it is closed for the remainder of the session or
topic. However, at most Model U.N. conferences the
speakers list can be opened and closed multiple times.
Once the speakers list is exhausted, it means no one else
wishes to speak, debate is over, and the committee then
moves into voting procedure. This motion requires an
immediate vote.

Simple Majority

Motion to
Suspend
meeting

This motion is made to suspend the meeting for the
purpose of a regular caucus or a moderated caucus, but
its use also depends upon the conference you are
attending. When moving to suspend the meeting, the
delegate should specify a certain amount of time and the
purpose. This motion requires an immediate vote.

Simple Majority

Motion to
Adjourn
meeting

This motion is made to end the committee session until
the next session. This motion is most commonly made to
end committee session for the purpose of lunch or
dinner. This motion requires an immediate vote.

Simple Majority

Motion to Close
debate

This motion is made in order for the committee to move
into voting procedure. Once a delegate feels as if they
have made their country's position clear, there are
enough draft resolutions on the floor, and everyone is
ready, a delegate makes a motion to move into voting
procedure by moving for the closure of debate. This
motion requires only two (2) delegates speaking against
the closure of debate and zero (0) delegates for the
closure of debate.

2/3 Majority

Point of Order During the discussion of any matter, a representative
may rise to a point of order, and the chairperson in
accordance with the rules of procedure shall immediately
decide the point of order. A delegate may appeal against
the ruling of the chairperson (noted below). The appeal
shall be put to a vote, and the chairperson’s ruling shall
stand unless overruled by a two-thirds majority of the
members present and voting. A delegate rising to a point
of order may not speak on the substance of the matter
under discussion.

Point of Inquiry When the floor is open, a delegate may move for a point of
inquiry, in order to ask the chairperson a question
regarding the rules of procedure.

Point of Personal
Privilege

A delegate may raise a point of personal privilege in order
to inform the chairperson of a physical discomfort s/he is
experiencing, such as inability to hear another delegates
speech.

Point of
Information

After a delegate has given a speech in formal debate, s/he
may choose to yield his or her time to a point of
information, a question another delegate raises
concerning the speech.

Appeal to the
Chair’s Decision

This motion is made when a delegate feels as if the
chairperson has made an incorrect decision. The
delegate wishes to challenge the chairperson and does so
by formally making a motion to appeal the chairperson's
decision. This motion may be made verbally or in writing.
The opposing delegate speaks and the chairperson
defends his or herself before the vote.


