
 

 

          

         Who shapes the person you are the most? Parents or other family members are probably 

at the top of the list for many people. But a close second place is very likely to go to a teacher. 

Some of the most influential and successful people in the world have a teacher in their 

childhood to thank for their success. 

The teachers behind famous people 

Can you imagine life without the personal computer? Well, without two of Bill Gates's high 

school teachers, what could be our world today? Gates's maths teacher, Fred Wright, asked him to 

push himself just a little bit harder. Maybe that's why the founder of Microsoft sometimes slept 

under his desk in the office instead of going home to relax after work. And his drama teacher, Anne 

Stephens, helped him discover a love of the spotlight when she made the sometimes withdrawn 

schoolboy the star of the school play. Gates thanked his teachers, saying, 'There's no way there 

would be a Microsoft without them doing what they did.' 

And he's not the only one. Oprah Winfrey, talk show host, actress and TV producer, was 

inspired by her fourth grade (age 9–10) teacher, Mrs Duncan. Because of her, Oprah says, 'I felt I 

could take on the world. You did exactly what teachers are supposed to do. They create a spark for 

learning that lives with you from then on. It's why I have a talk show today.' 

An adult you can trust 

For some children, teachers are the only positively influential people in their lives. Antwone 

Fisher, a best-selling writer, grew up in foster homes, and didn't have many adults that he could 

trust. But a primary school teacher, Mrs Profitt, was the first adult he ever trusted. 'She spoke to 

all of us the same way – with respect. No one spoke to me that way before. I think that being with 

her for three years made all the difference.' 

Celebrate teachers 

There are thousands more stories like this, from famous people and ordinary people all 

across the world. That's why UNESCO celebrates teachers on 5 October every year. UNESCO wants 

us to remember that education is a basic human right and every child should have free education. 

UNESCO hopes to train 69 million new teachers by 2030 so that everyone can go to school, 

because, sadly, 264 million children in the world today are not in school because there aren't 

enough teachers. Those children are often in places where life is already very difficult because they 

live in poor and remote areas, or they are escaping war in their own countries. 

A day to say 'Thank you' 

So, if you have a teacher, you're one of the lucky ones. One day, you'll probably look back at 

your life, your successes, the dreams you've made come true or the difficult things you've survived. 

The chances are high that you'll find a teacher's words have helped you achieve these things. 

Perhaps you already know who that teacher will be. Why not find them and say thank you today on 

World Teachers’ Day. 
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I. COMPREHENSION (BASE YOUR ANSWERS ON THE TEXT) (15points) 

A/ ARE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY. (3pts) 

1. Teachers are the only people who can influence students. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

2. According to UNESCO, by 2030 a few teachers are needed so that everybody can go to 
school. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

3. There is a big chance that you remember a teacher who inspired you to achieve your 
dreams and succeed in life. 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….… 

B/ ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. (3pts) 

1. How did Bill Gates’s maths teacher encourage him? 
 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……… 

 2. Why does Antwone Fisher admire his primary school teacher? 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…… 

 3. Where aren’t there enough teachers? 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…… 

 …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

C/ WHAT DO THE UNDERLINED WORDS IN THE TEXT REFER TO? (4pts) 

1. their (par. 1): ……………………………………………………………………………………..………… 

2. him (par.2) : …………………………………………………………......……....................…………… 

3. Those children(par. 5)………………………………………………………………………................. 

4. things (par. 6)………………………………………………………………………....................…...… 
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D/ FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS OR EXPRESSIONS THAT MEAN THE SAME AS: (4pts) 

1. shy, quiet and preferring to be alone rather than with other people                                                                 

( par 2) :..................................................................................................................................... 

2. place in which they provide care for children who are neglected or without parents             

( par 4) :...................................................................................................................................... 

3. far ( par 5) :............................................................................................................................. 

4. attain ( par 6) :.................................................................................................................. 
 
E/ CHOOSE THE RIGHT ANSWER FROM THE LIST GIVEN. ( 1pt)                                                               
Tick( ✓ )the appropriate box. 

The best title for the passage is :                                                                                                                                 

 Bill Gates’s inspiring teacher 

 Teachers’ day; a day to thank teachers  

 Free education  

 

II. LANGUAGE :(15points) 

A/ PUT THE VERBS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT TENSE OR FORM. (4pts)  

1. Tom wants to sell his computer to me but I (already/buy) …………………..............one. 

So he may sell it to my friend, Jack. He needs one. 

2. (you/send)....................................us the new price list of your products yet? We need it 

as soon as possible. 

3. Diana is a nurse at the local children's hospital. She ( work)…………….……………..there 

for several years. She enjoys looking after sick children. 

4. “We were happy to enjoy the surroundings while we (wait)………………………………...... 

for the food to arrive,” said Alan. 

B/ CIRCLE THE CORRECT ANSWER: a, b or c. (4pts) 

1. We can’t find a solution to this maths problem, I ……………………..we should wait for the 

teacher’s correction. 

       a-  remember                     b-   wonder                              c-  suppose 

 

 

 
 

Do not write anything in this frame 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/shy
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/quiet
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/preferring
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/alone
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/rather
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. I think ………………man over there is very ill. He can't stand on his feet. 

       a-   the                             b-   a                                       c-  an 

3. I’ve received an …………………with your e-mail. I don’t know how to open it. 

       a-    attachment              b-    file                                   c-    upload 

4. Many people were at the party I was invited to last night, but I didn’t know ……..…there. 

       a-    someone                      b-    anyone                        c-    no one 

 

C/ UNDERLINE AND CORRECT THE MISTAKE IN EACH SENTENCE(3pts) 

1. For me, no film has been as best as Titanic.  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. My friend always advises me to smoking because it’s dangerous for my health. 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

3. “Mountain climbing is much exciting than going to the beach,” said Adam. 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

 

D/ PUT THE WORDS BETWEEN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT FORM. (3pts) 

1. Tom speaks to his teachers (polite) ……………………………..than the rest of the class. 

2. Adam is working very (hard) ……………………..for the exam. He really wants to get good 

marks. 

3. There was no network (cover) ……………………………. in my neighbourhood. 

E/ WHAT CAN YOU SAY IN THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS? (1pt) 

1. Your friend has a problem with his bike and doesn’t know how to fix it. 

You: …………………………………………………………………………………(offer to help him) 

2. Your brother drives his car fast. He might have an accident. 

You: …………………………………………………………………………………(give him advice) 

 

III. WRITING ( 10 points)  

It’s the teachers’ day today. Write an e-mail in which you thank a teacher who 

inspired and helped you in one way or another and explain why you admire him/her 
in particular. 
 

 
 

Do not write anything in this frame 
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Do not write anything in this frame 


